
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Metal Mike 

Main purpose - To distinguish between differences in vocal sounds, including oral blending and segmenting. 

Encourage a small group of children to sit in a circle or facing the front so they can see you and Metal Mike                          
(a toy robot computer). Have ready a bag of pictures of objects (e.g. cat, dog, mug, sock) and sound out and blend the 
phonemes in their names. Ask each child in turn to take out a picture or an object from a bag. Hold it up and tell the group 
that Metal Mike is a computer and so he talks with a robot voice. Ask the children to name the object as Metal Mike would 
and demonstrate it for them in a robotic voice (e.g.‘c-a-t’). Feed the object or picture into Metal Mike and encourage the 
group first to listen to you and then join in as you say the word exaggerating the sound of each phoneme, followed by 
blending the phonemes to make the word. 


